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courteous towards his master, was arrogant towards his
Maratha colleagues and subordinates and crassly stupid
about questions of Deccan administration. He was still
less competent to manage the royal possessions in Southern
India. He tried to hide his incapacity by blaming the
diffuseness of the official reports and gave out publicly
that the king's power would increase if he abandoned all
Shivaji's distant conquests. He used to tell Sambhaji that
a kingdom should be like the jewel in a ring, at til] times
wholly visible to its owner's eye. The Marathas, who hated
Kalasha both as a fool and a foreigner, believed that he
retained his influence over Sambhaji by charms and mcgic
and by hideous rites in which the blood of cows and
buffaloes flowed abundantly. It seems, however, probable
that the minister kept and increased his power by the
methods commonly used in India by those who wish to
subject a prince to their will. lie plied Sambhaji v/ith
wine, bhang and opium; and, as Cardinal Dubois did for
the Regent Orleans, he procured for him an endless suc-
cession of pretty and lascivious women. But whatever the
secret of Kalasha's domination, it was disastrous to the
Maratha state. The finances fell into disorder. ShivajiV*
treasure was exhausted; and unablo to pay his troops,
Sambhaji gave them leave to plunder at will, thus relaxing
the iron discipline by which Shivaji had made his armies
formidable. The result was seen in the successes presently
gained by the Moghul commanders.